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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-155
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Boyer, Anderson, Carter and Redman
Date of Introduction: March 12, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, TEU
Date of Analysis: March 14, 2013
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; appropriation
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 30 – Planning and Development Department – to create a position of Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator within the Development Services Division.  The bill appropriates $39,000 from the Special Council Operating Contingency – Planning Department account to fund the salary and benefits for the position for the remainder of FY12-13.
Background Information: The position is being recommended by the Context Sensitive Streets Committee as one part of its legislative initiative to make Jacksonville’s roadways more pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly, to reduce cyclist and pedestrian deaths, and to encourage more biking and walking for mobility purposes.  The position is intended to be at a senior planner level, and the employee will review proposed public and private development plans, road project designs, etc. to ensure that full consideration is given to the needs of all transportation modes, not purely vehicles.  The Special Council Operating Contingency – Planning Department account was created by the Finance Committee during the FY12-13 budget process to segregate the funding originally proposed for the salary and benefits of a Chief of Community Planning position in the Planning Department’s budget.  The committee recommended that the vacant position not be funded until the administration could prove that it was needed and the resources for that position were placed “below the line” in this reserve account.  
Policy Impact Area: Planning Department operations
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $39,000 from the Special Council Operating Contingency – Planning Department account
Analyst: Clements
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